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them to the house of a just and noble gentleman named
Kalander. The way was long; but, after two days'
march, it brought them to Arcadia. The description of
that land is justly celebrated.

"The third day after, in the time that the morning did
strew roses and violets in the heavenly floor, against the
coming of the sun, the nightingales (striving one with the
other which could in most dainty variety recount their
wrong-caused sorrow) made them put off their sleep ; and
rising from under a tree (which that night had been their
pavilion), they went on their journey, which by-and-by
welcomed Musidorus's eyes (wearied with the wasted soil of
Laconia) with delightful prospects. There were hills which
garnished their proud heights with stately trees : humble
vallies, whose base estate seemed comforted with the refresh-
ing of silver rivers : meadows enamelled with all sorts of
eye-pleasing flowers ; thickets, which being lined with most
pleasant shade were witnessed so too by the cheerful disposi-
tion of many well-tuned birds ; each pasture stored with
sheep, feeding with, sober security, while the pretty lambs
with bleating outcry craved the clam's comfort: here a
shepherd's boy piping, as though he should never be old:
there a young shepherdess knitting, and withal singing ; and
it seemed that her voice comforted her hands to work, and
her hands kept time to her voice-music. As for the houses
of the country (for many houses came under their eye), they
were all scattered, no two being one by the other, and
yet not so far off as that it barred mutual succour ; a show,
as it were, of an accompanable solitariness and of a civil
wildness."

In due course of time they arrived at the house of
Kalander, where Musidorus was hospitably received.

" The house itself was built of fair and strong stone, not.
affecting so much any extraordinary kind of fineness as ait
honourable representing of a firm stateliness." " The servants
not so many in number as cleanly in apparel and serviceableple,
